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Executive Summary  

 

After making a historic return to democratic system from the military-backed caretaker 

government reign, Bangladesh has passed more than two years with a democratic 

government. But the overwhelming lack of political tolerance, absence of necessary and 

effective institutions to ensure a democratic polity and blatant violations of human rights 

still remain the biggest hurdles for democracy in Bangladesh. The present reality of 

Bangladesh proves again that while a representative government is essential for democratic 

practice, is not enough if the executive, judiciary and the legislative bodies fail to play their 

respective roles to ensure constitutional and international norms of human rights. In such a 

situation, undemocratic and dictatorial nature of power manifests in many different ways 

and abuses the state machinery for partisan and narrow political gain.  
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From January 2009 to September 2012 

 

736 people were killed in political conflicts 

53,116 people were injured in political clashes 

425 people were killed extra judicially 

346 people died in custody of Law enforcing authorities 

2,372 women were raped 

1023 journalists were attacked, a very popular national 

newspaper and a TV channel was banned 

Popular site www.youtube.com is still down by Govt. 

238 people were killed in India-Bangladesh border 

 

  

http://www.youtube.com/
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Introduction 

The human rights agenda never seems to be a very big issue with the governments of 

Bangladesh.  Despite the multitude of human rights abuses and deprivations of guaranteed rights, 

each and every regime in Bangladesh has carried out its term in blissful ignorance, denial or 

suppression. Last four years, the regime of Awami League led Grand Alliance Govt. has not 

been an exception.
1
 

The field of politics in Bangladesh has become heated as the Govt. is now on its tyrannical stand 

even against performing the democratic rights of people. Many opposition activists have been the 

heinous victim of the envy of ruling Govt. Opposition parties have been victim of brutal attack of 

police and ruthless suppressing behavior of law-enforcing agencies. Repeated attacks, tortures in 

custody, filing malicious cases and attacking opposition leaders with little credible charge are 

some of the most serious allegations brought against the current government. In the last few 

years of its regime, the series of unlawful activities have reached to an alarming level. From top 

leaders to general activists of the opposition 18 Party Alliance all have been victim of 

unfortunate police practice and attack by ruling party members due only to their political 

identity. 

A few incidents are cited below to signify the socio-political environment of Bangladesh. 

 

Killings 

During the tenure of AL government, violence in political fields as well as in educational 

institutions has become the order of the day. Bangladesh Chhatra League (BCL), the student 

wing of AL and also Juba League and other branches of the party are all in an attempt to 

establish supremacy in their own fields which has resorted to violence culminating in death of 

innocent people all over the country.  

                                                           
1
 The statistics given in the previous page were based on Annual Human Rights report of Odhikar, www.odhikar.org  

http://www.odhikar.org/
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Murder of Sanaullah Babu 

Awami League activists, with dagger, knife and steel rod, beat to death Sanaullah Noor Babu, in 

8
th

 October, 2010 during a BNP procession in Bonpara Bazar, Natore. He was a BNP-backed 

chairman of Boraigramupazila,. Around 50 AL activists equipped with firearms, sticks, iron rods 

and machetes swooped on the BNP procession and started beating the opposition men, leaving 

30 injured which included Bonpara Municipality Mayor Ishaq Ali and four journalists. Killers of 

Boraigramupazila chairman Sanaullah Noor Babu were set free although Natore police identified 

16 people from video footage of the attack that had killed Babu the previous day. Police arrested 

only one of them in this connection. The arrestee, Russell HossainRappu, is a Bangladesh 

Chhatra League activist of the upazila. Several footages from TV news showed how Babu was 

brutally beaten to death on October 8 allegedly by AL men.  

 

The main accused, ZakirHossain, stayed out of police reach. Awami League lawmaker of 

Baraigram-Gurudaspur constituency Abdul Quddus yesterday assured his party men accused of 

the BNP leader Sanaullah Noor Babumurder case of “trouble-free” future. “There is nothing to 

be worried about. The Awami League Government is in power. Nothing will happen to the 

accused of the murder case,” he told a party rally on Bonpara bypass. While the NatoreAwami 

League and the local MP are trying to portray the murder of BNP leader Sanaullah Noor Babu as 

a consequence to BNP's internal feud, the investigators are certain that the ruling party activists 

had committed the offence. Investigation officer (IO) of the case Sub-Inspector Abdul Hannan of 
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Detective Branch said "I have enough evidence against the accused but they are now hiding 

toescape arrests". The main accused Zakir, a member of BoraigramUpazila unit AL, is now 

under local MP‟s shelter. 

Ten accused in Boraigramupazila chairman Sanaullah Noor Babu Murder case were freed on bail 

from Natore jail on 10 March. A defense counsel submitted the bail order, issued by a High 

Court bench on March 8, to the chief judicial magistrate (CJM) of Natore. After receiving the 

bail order from the CJM, the jail authorities freed them. "I feel very insecure as most of the 

accused are free now," Mahua Noor Kochi, wife of the slain BNP leader told a daily news 

paper.
2
 

Death of Abu Bakar 

Earlier in 2010, five noted educationists of the country, Professors KabirChowdhury, 

ZillurRahmanSiddiqui, Serajul Islam Chowdhury, Jamal Nazrul Islam and Anisuzzaman, urged 

the Prime Minister who is also the President of AL, to sever all direct and indirect links with 

Bangladesh Chhatra League for the sake of congenial atmosphere in educational institutions. 

 

On February 1, 2010, a student named Abu Bakar was killed in clashes between two groups of 

the Awami League-backed Chattra League at the Dhaka University. The clash took place 

between Chattra League‟s A F Rahman Hall Unit President Saiduzzaman Faruk and its General 

Secretary Mehedi Hasan, over establishing supremacy in the University. Both groups attacked 

each other with knives, canes and hockey sticks. During the clash Abu Bakar was severely 

injured in front of his room on the third floor of A F Rahman Hall. On February 3, 2010, he died 

                                                           
2
The Daily Star. 11/03/2011 
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in Dhaka Medical College Hospital . On February 4, 2010, Home Minister Sahara Khatun at a 

meeting held at the Ministry of Law, Justice and Parliamentary Affairs said, “This is a stray 

incident. It is no big deal. Such things happen.” 

Death of Abdullah Al Monju 

On 12 April afternoon, Southern Kumarkhali unit of Bangladesh Islami Chhatra Shibir organised 

a quiz competition in a local high school.
3
 The next day at 9 am in the morning, a group of 

Chhatra League and Jubo League activists numbering about 25 under the leadership of Farque, 

Latif and Ruhul Amin, equipped with lethal weapons attacked the houses of Shibir activists at 

Gorostanpara village in Panty Union.  

 

During the attack Abdullah Al Monju was stabbed repeatedly when he came out from his room. 

The attackers chopped him indiscriminately in the yard of his house. He died on the spot 

instantly.Chhatra League and Jubo League members carried attacks on several other houses in 

the same area. Ten people, including Minarul, FaruqueHossain, Yousuf and Rashedul, were 

injured seriously in the attack. They were rushed to the Kushtia 250-bed hospital in a critical 

condition.
4
 

Killings of Masud Bin Habib and Mujahidul Islam 
 

On February 8, 2012 activists of Chhatra League killed 2 leaders of IslamiChhatraShibir with a 

view to establishing „supremacy‟ in Chittagong University. Masud Bin Habib, a 4th year student 

                                                           
3
 http://www.theindependentbd.com/national/105123-nine-killed-in-separate-incidents.html 

4
http://www.daily-sun.com/index.php?view=details&archiev=yes&arch_date=17-04-2012&type=One-killed-in-

BCL-attack-in-Kushtia&pub_no=117&cat_id=1&menu_id=8&news_type_id=1&index=12 
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of the English Department and Mujahedul Islam, a first year student of the Geology Department, 

died in the clash. Moreover, 40 people including the Proctor of the University were injured 

during the unprovoked attack conducted by the student wing of the ruling party.
5
 

Police Kills Four in Chandpur 

 
 

On January 29, 2012 violence started between activists of BNP and the police in various districts 

when police stopped a mass procession orgainsed by the BNP. On that day, four persons died in 

Chandpur and Laxmipur when police opened fire on demonstrating BNP activists and 

supporters. The deceased have been identified as Limon Choiyal (25), a rickshaw puller of 

Guakhola in Chandpur; AbulHossainMreedha (50), a rickshaw puller of Baburhaat in Chandpur; 

and Mohammad Rubel (25) of PashchimLaxmipur village under LaxmipurSadarUpazila; and 

Mohammad AbulQashem (55) of Charmonosha village in Laxmipur. Mohammad Rubel was the 

Vice-President of 8 No. ward Jubo Dal of Dalalbazar Union while Mohammad AbulQashem was 

the Vice-President of Tewariganj union BNP. 

 

Political Violence 

Hartal and Torture of Police 

                                                           
5
 The Daily Star, 09/02/2012 
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A countrywide dawn to dusk general strike called by BNP on June 27, 2010, was marred with 

violence, arrest of BNP activists and baton charges by the police. During the general strike a 

clash took place between the activists of Awami League-backed Chhatra League and activists of  

 

biggest opposition BNP at Shahbagh area of the city. Furthermore, incidents of police chases 

occurred between police and supporters of BNP at Kaptan Bazar, Mohakhali Wireless Gate and 

Shahjahanpur. 167 picketers, including BNP‟s Standing Committee Member Mirza Abbas, 

Parliament Member ShahiduddinChowdhury Annie and ShamsherMobinChowdhury, Vice- 

Chaiperson of BNP were arrested by police from different parts of Dhaka city. RAB raided the 

residence of Mirza Abbas after his arrest. Afroza Abbas, his wife, alleged that some plain clothed 

and armed people in the presence of RAB entered into their house by breaking the main gate and 

beat the inmates indiscriminately which left at least 50 injured. Furthermore, furniture and other 

belongings had been ransacked and old women were also beaten up by them.  

Law enforcing agencies especially RAB and police severely tortured household people in the 

residence of BNP standing committee member Mirza Abbas on June 27. Referring to police 

action at BNP standing Committee member Mirza Abbas‟s home on „hartal‟ day former Law 

minister and a leading Awami League leader advocate Abdul MatinKhasru said he was shocked 

and ashamed of it as he saw the TV footage in news telecast. In fact RAB personnel carried out 

the violence inside his home destroying family artifacts and beating women including his old 

mother now over 75. SuranjitSen Gupta also took exception to such brutalities when many other 

critics tend to equate the RAB action with that of the dreaded 'RakkhiBahihi' which Sheikh 
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MujiburRahman had set up in early 1970s to destroy the opposition JSD that time. But home 

minister advocate Sahara Khatun simply downplayed the RAB action saying she was not aware 

of it although all TV channels repeatedly showed the footage of the violence throughout the day. 

Five BNP influential leaders including Mirza Abbas, 12 female party activists including ward  

 

councilors were among 167 persons whom police, RAB and special branch officials took to 

custody on the day.” (Faisal Rahim,AL's politics of vengeance, brutalities, Holiday: 2
nd

 July, 

2010 

Torture upon Jamaat and Shibir 

 

On April 05, 2011 Central Jamaat-E-Islami called a demonstration followed by rally at 

Muktangon of Dhaka in protesting the torture, remand, injustice by the present Government on 

its detained top leaders. Police attacked the peaceful procession of Bangladesh Jamat-E-Islami at 
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Paltan area of the capital city, Dhaka. They held more than 50 Jamat-men and other wayfarers 

and Musullis
6
, after hitting them with rubber bullet, teargas shell, hot colored water, stick etc. 

The total Paltan area turned into a war-like situation and general people witnessed the brutality 

of police against the democratic rights of a political party.
7
 

 

On 26
th

 March 2011, the Independence Day of Bangladesh, members of Bangladesh Islami 

Chhatra Shibir gathered in Kakrail Nightingale intersection of the capital for joining the colorful 

rally arranged as a part of their countrywide programs to celebrate the glorious national 

Independence Day. Surprisingly, all on a sudden police attacked the rally.
8
 They baton charged 

the attendees and used tear shell to distract them. However, Shibir activists soon reorganized and 

resumed the rally. The rally then passed along Kakrail and ended in Shantinagar where the 

leaders addressed the gathering.
9
 

 

Police attacked the gathering of students once again from behind without any inducement.10 

This time police attacked the crowd more violently and fired rounds of tear shell and rubber 

bullets. Police also beat everyone on the spot indiscriminately with wooden sticks and kicked the 

attendees to disperse the assembly. Panicked students and passersby started to run in different 

directions and many took shelter in various shops. Police forcefully entered there and kept 

beating the activists of Shibir mercilessly. Even journalists and passers-by were not spared by the 

                                                           
6
 Person who prays at Mosque 

7
 The Daily ProthomAlo, April 6, 2011 

8
 http://www.dailysangram.com/print.php?news_id=50667 

9
 http://theindependentbd.com/paper-edition/frontpage/129-frontpage/41281-17-shibir-men-held-in-capital.html 

10
 http://www.dailysangram.com/print.php?news_id=50667 
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police.11 No sooner had the attack taken place, two more platoons of riot police joined the 

attack. They searched every shop from Shantinagar to Shantibag looking for Shibir 

activists.12More than hundred activists of Shibir were severely injured. Police also seized 4 

motorbikes from the rally. 

 

Human Rights Violations 

Limon Incident 

The loss of the left leg of an innocent college student by a RAB shootout baffled the whole 

nation in last month. The incident was one out of numerous others where we saw political 

opponents were being victimized and mass arrest took place while in all cases law enforcing 

agencies took the role of oppressor. Such manipulation of administrative power eventually harms 

the spirit of democracy and justice.  

 

Director General of Rapid Action Battalion MokhlesurRahman said Limon Hossain is the victim 

of a „shootout‟ between RAB and criminals. The college student lost his left leg in RAB 

„crossfire‟ while he was on his way to bring his cows back home at Chhaturia village in Rajapur 

of the district on March 23, 2011.
13

 

                                                           
11

 http://www.amardeshonline.com/pages/details/2011/03/27/74138 
12

 http://www.dailysangram.com/print.php?news_id=50667 
13

 The Daily Star, 11.04.2011 
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Police is yet to record Limon's mother Henoara Begum's case against six members of Rapid 

Action Battalion (RAB) on charge of maiming Limon although nine days have passed after a 

Jhalakathi court issued an order to register the case.
14

Members of the Rapid Action Battalion 

(RAB) are trying to “brand” college student Limon Hossain as a criminal even after the force‟s 

chief told the media that the 16-year-old is not a criminal rather a victim of „shootout‟, Limon‟s 

family said.
15

 Mother of Limon, a college student who became disabled in a Rapid Action 

Battalion shootout, filed a case with a Jhalakathi court against six members of RAB.  Henoara 

Begum filed the petition case with Senior Judicial Magistrate‟s Court. Earlier, Police failed to 

register the case even under the order of Court showing the cause that “police officials were so 

busy”. Chairman of Human Rights Commission visited Limon at hospital and demanded justice 

for him
16

.  

Home Minister Shahara Khatun opposed the formation of a parliamentary sub-committee to 

investigate the shooting of Rajapur College student Limon in Jhalokathi by the Rapid Action 

Battalion. At a meeting of the parliamentary standing committee on home ministry, Jatiya party 

lawmaker Mojibul Haque Chunnu proposed that a sub-committee be formed to investigate the 

incident. But, the home minister opposed the proposal saying that six committees had already 

been constituted to look into the incident.
17

 

Attack on Media 

 
                                                           
14

 The Daily Star, 17.04.2011 
15

 The Daily Star, 23.02.2011 
16

ProthomAlo: 26.4.11, 7.4.11 
17

 The Independent 22-04-11 
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According to Article 39, the right of every citizen to freedom of thought and conscience, speech 

and expression is guaranteed. In March 2009, the government imposed censorship on the 

browsing of some websites, including YouTube.com. The Bangladesh Telecommunication 

Regulatory Commission also prohibited the surfing of some websites on the pretext of protecting 

„national security‟. However, the government did not specify the nature of the information which 

was forbidden on the ground of „national security‟. 

Despite the rhetoric of „Digital Bangladesh', on May 29, 2010, the Bangladesh government 

blocked access to Facebook. The decision came after the arrest of MahbubAlam Rodin following 

his uploading of satiric images of some leading politicians, including the Prime Minister and 

Leader of the Opposition.  

The Amar Desh story 

 

The Government‟s intention to repress the free press is best exemplified in the Amar Desh 

episode. Last year, the Daily Amar Desh published a report alleging involvement of Dr. 

Toufique-E-Elahi, the Energy Adviser and Sajib Wajed Joy, son of the Prime Minister in 

sanctioning execution of contracts amounting to Taka 3.7 billion for establishing Gas 

Compressors in exchange for bribes. Leaders and activist of the ruling party filed 22 defamation 

cases against Mr. Mahmudur Rahman, the Acting Editor of the Daily newspaper. Mr. Mahmudur 

Rahman appeared before the High Court and obtained bail in all the cases filed against him. 

However, on 1st June 2010, the Government cancelled the press declaration of the newspaper 

and arrested Mr. Mahmudur Rahman on the same day. Subsequently, Mr. Rahman was shown 
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arrested in a number of criminal cases and was taken on remand by the Police for interrogation. 

Although, the Supreme Court in a recent landmark decision has paved the way for resumption of 

publication of the Daily Amar Desh, Mr. MahmudurRahman remains in custody, as he is yet to 

be granted bail in all the criminal cases filed against him.  

On December 17, 2009, Amar Desh Acting Editor Mahmudur Rahman was openly threatened by 

the Agriculture Minister and Presidium Member of the Awami League (AL), Matia Chowdhury; 

the State Minister for LGRD and Organising Secretary of the Awami League, Jahangir Kabir 

Nanak and Joint General Secretary of the Awami League, Mahabubul Alam Hanif, at a 

discussion meeting organized on the occasion of victory day, December 16, over a news report 

published in the daily Amar Desh against Sajib Wajed Joy, son of the Prime Minister Sheikh 

Hasina and Dr. Toufique-E-Elahi, the Energy Adviser, about sanctioning work amounting to 

Taka 3.7 billion for establishing Gas Compressors without bids and in exchange of bribes. It was 

alleged that, as a result of this report, an attack took place on December 19, 2009, on M 

Abdullah, Special Correspondent of the daily Amar Deshand his car was damaged. The attack 

occurred while he was coming to his office from his residence at Tongi. Police refused to accept 

his complaint. Local Awami League leaders filed a number of defamation cases in Dhaka, 

Natore, Khulna, Jessore, Khagrachari, Jamalpur, Narail, Sirajganj, Pabna, Chittagong, Joypurhat 

and Magura against Amar Desh. 

Closure of Channel 1 

 

A private television channel, Channel 1 was shut down by the Government on April 27, 2010. A 

three-member team of the Bangladesh Telecommunications Regulatory Commission led by S M 

Shahiduzzaman, Director (Legal and Licensing) went to the Channel 1 office at Uday Tower in 
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Gulshan and switched off its transmission on the ground that it used rented broadcasting 

equipment. The Post and Telecommunications Minister Rajiuddin Ahmed Raju said that Channel 

1 had mortgaged its broadcasting equipment although the telecommunications law prohibited the 

transfer of frequency ownership and broadcasting equipment. As the owners failed to pay back 

the loan, its broadcasting equipment had been auctioned. Meanwhile Channel 1 authority 

claimed that the bank auctioned its equipment and a company won the bid, although the auction 

winner had not yet made the payment. Thus the channel still owned the equipment. 

The channel had more than 400 staff, including journalists, technicians and administrative 

officials. 

Killings untraced 

A prominent Journalist and his wife were hacked to death on Friday by unknown assailants at 

NayaPaltan in the capital at 27
th

 January. The deceased were identified as Forhad Khan, 60, a 

senior assistant editor of the Daily Janata, and his wife Rahima Begum, 55.
18

 

 

Apart from that, the sensational killings of journo couple Sagar Sarwar and Meherun Runi, who 

were brutally killed in their bedroom, is yet to solve. Steps of Govt. are not satisfactory which 

was been mentioned by concerned people as well as members of journo community.  

 

Arrests of Opposition Leaders from utter vindication 

                                                           
1
The Daily Star, 28.01.2011 
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On 29 June 2010 Police arrested three top Jamaat leaders; Ameer-e-

JamaatMawlanaMotiurRahmanNizami (Nizami), Naib-e- AmeerMawlanaDelwarHossainSaydee 

(Saydee) and Secretary General Ali AhsanMujahid (Mujahid) in connection with a case of 

hurting religious sentiment (CR 1012/12) and kept them in the Detective Branch (DB) office 

where the Jamaatleaders had to spend all night on the floor with nothing except two pieces of 

blanket each. They were denied access to their lawyers and family members despite repeated 

request to the authority. 

On 13
th

 July, Jamaat assistant secretary generals, Mr. Kamaruzzaman and Mr. Abdul Kader 

Molla (Molla) went to the High Court in order to obtain anticipatory bail in connection with 

some cases. The Attorney General office sought time and accordingly, the Court adjourned the 

hearing of anticipatory bail for a day and ordered the government not to arrest or harass them 

until the hearing. Nonetheless, the police arrested them both while exiting the Supreme Court 

premises. The lawyers of Kamaruzzaman and Molla produced the lawyers' certificates of court 

order to the police who replied that there were plenty of other cases awaiting the Jamaat leaders. 

Later the police showed them arrest in connection with another case.Pallabi PS case no 60(1)08. 

And since then these top 5 leaders of Jamaat have been detained for 9 months without any charge 

framed against them and many of their human and legal rights have been violated. 

 

Political leaders are being tortured in the custody. Jaamat Secretary General Ali Ahsan Mujahid 

and NayebeAmeer (Vice-President) Maolana Delwar Hossian Sayedee alleged that they were 

tortured continuously for nine days during remand period and could not take rest due to the 
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torture of police in custody. (The Daily Nayadiganta, 11/07/2010) About one thousand leaders 

and activists of opposition were arrested and detained in last 16 days.  

 

Police had detained 20 Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami men with Professor MujiburRahman (56), 

former Member of Parliament, Assistant Secretary General of Bangladesh Jamaat E Islmai 

Central committee and President of Sramik Kolyan Federation, from 1/J, 2/10, section-1, 

Kalwalapara of Mirpur-1 of the capital city Dhaka on 28 October, 2010. A 3 days police remand 

had been granted for these 19 arrested Jamaat-men by the Court on 29 October 2010. These 

Jamaat men were holding a special prayer at their Mirpur local office for HabiburRahman, a 

party activist killed on October 28, 2006, by Awami League-led 14-party alliance. While special 

prayer was going on, Police raided the office and held them without prior allegation and warrant 

of arrest. 
19

 

 

 

However, political leaders are being tortured in the custody. Jaamat Secretary General Ali 

AhsanMujahid and NayebeAmeer (Vice-President) MaolanaDelwarHossianSayedee alleged that 

they were tortured continuously for nine days during remand period and could not take rest due 

                                                           
19

 The Daily Amar Desh; 29 October 2010 
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to the police-torture in custody (The Daily Nay adiganta, 11/07/2010). About one thousand 

leaders and activists of Opposition were arrested and detained in past 16 days.  

 

 

 

Attack on Women  

Case - 01 

On July 3, 2009, the police from the Zianagar Police Station in Pirojpur district arrested two 

female students and one female teacher on suspicion all wearing veils, under Section 54 of the 

Code of Criminal Procedure, despite finding nothing illegal in the search. The matter did not end 

there. They were taken to court as „terrorists‟ and taken into remand for three days and illegally 

handed over to the Taskforce Intelligence (TFI) for interrogation. The TFI cell did not find the 

accused women to be associated with acts of „terrorism‟. 

 

 On July 20, 2009, the Deputy Attorney General, Rajik Al Jalil stated that the allegations against 

the three veiled women were found to be untrue. The action of arresting three women sets a 

precedence of sending innocent women to 'remand' simply because they were wearing veils. 

There are many women in Bangladesh who wear veils. Furthermore, personal choice of citizens 

is secured by our constitution. The acts by the police of the Zianagar Police Station deemed 
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unlawful as searching the three women and arresting them, despite not finding anything illegal, 

and forcing them to take off their veils in order to take their photographs, which were later 

published in the newspapers. The whole incident was a gross violation of their human rights. 

This kind of behavior of the law enforcement agencies towards citizen is absolutely 

unacceptable. 

 

Case - 02 

 

Accusations have been rampantly made against those who practice religion and this has 

happened all over the country during the present Government. On 01 October 2010, a Muslim 

lady from Cyprus wearing Hijab was arrested on the suspicion of being an extremist while she 

was simply taking photographs of the national mosque. Police had no prior information about the 

woman. 

 

The Sedition Issues 
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It has been observed with concern that in recent times, the Government has become overly 

sensitive of comments criticizing its activities and actions. Freedom of opinion and expression of 

the citizens are being treated as„sedition‟. In a democratic scenario, such critical comments 

should not be taken in a negative manner. According to the 15th Amendment of the Constitution, 

the highest punishment for sedition is the death penalty. Section 124A of the Penal Code defines 

the term „Sedition‟ as: written or spoken words, or signs, or visible representation, or otherwise, 

that bring or attempt to bring hatred or contempt, or disaffection towards the „government 

established by law‟. Some incidents are as follows: 

 

Case - 01 
 

Sohel Molla Raj alias SohelRana, a student of English Literature at KabiKaziNazrul Islam 

University in Trishal, Mymensingh, wrote an „unpleasant comment‟on the Prime Minister in 

relation with the disappearance of BNP leader Ilias Ali in his personal account on Facebook. 

After hearing of this „comment‟ the Acting Registrar of the University, HumayunKabir, lodged a 

complaint with the Trishal Police Station (case no. 17, dated 17/05/2012) under sections 

120B/153/153B/504/505 and 124A of the Penal Code. On May 16, 2012police arrested 

SohelMolla Raj and took him into a 3-day remand for interrogation. On August 24, 2012, police 

submitted a charge sheet before the Court against him. SohelMolla Raj is still detained in 

Mymensingh District Jail.
20

 

 

Case - 02 
 

                                                           
20

The daily ProthomAlo, 01/06/2012 and the daily Nayadiganta, 02/062012 
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On August 13, 2011, five persons, including film maker Tareque Masud and Chief Editor of 

ATN News, Mishuk Munir died in a road accident in Manikganj, which resulted in anger and 

outrage among people across the country. People expressed their frustration over bad roads and 

incompetent drivers in different ways. Referring to this incident, on August 13, Muhammad 

Ruhul Amin Khandker, a teacher of Jahangirnagar University, who is studying in Australia, 

wrote on his Facebook page: “Consequences of driving licenses without inspection: five people 

including Tareque and Mishuk Munir died: Everybody dies, why not Hasina?”
21

 The next day at 

around 5.00 am in another status on Facebook, he wrote “Driving licenses without inspection! Is 

this thinkable in a civilized society? The whole world has shown rigidness in the process of 

providing driving licenses where Hasina‟s government is proving driving licenses without even 

tests!”
22

 As a result of this, on January 8, 2012, a Division Bench of the High Court Division of 

the Supreme Court, comprising of Justice AHM Shamsuddin Chowdhury and Justice Jahangir 

Hossain, ordered a sedition case to be filed against Muhammad Ruhul Amin Khandker for 

writing his personal expressions in his Facebook account. The Inspector General of Police was 

told to file a sedition case under Section 124A of the Penal Code
23

against RuhulAmin Khandker 

and report back to the Court by January 15, 2012. Prior to this case, as he was not present before 

the Court, the same Court, on January 4,2012, sentenced him to imprisonment for six months for 

the allegation of „contempt of court‟. 

 

Disappearances  
 

Increasing occurrences of picking up people by persons in civil dress claiming to be members of 

law enforcing agencies have caused panic among general people. According to a report of 

Odhikar, 15 people were disappeared from January 2012 to June 2012.
24

 The incidents of 

disappearances are increasing day by day. White microbuses are used in such cases of picking up 

to unknown places. 122 persons are missing including BNP leader Ilias Ali in the last 27 months. 

Some of their dead bodies are found in various places while no information is available about the 
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The daily Amar Desh, 09/01/2012 
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 http://www.bdnews24.com/bangla/details.php?cid=3&id=182242&hb=top 
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Section 124A of the Penal Code: whoever by „words, either spoken or written, or by signs, or by visible 

representation, or otherwise, brings or attempts to bring into hatred or contempt, or excites or attempts to excite 

disaffection towards the government established by law shall be punished with imprisonment for life or any shorter 

term, to which fine may be added, or with imprisonment which may extend to three years. 
24

 http://www.odhikar.org/documents/2012/English/HRReport%5BEnglish%5DJan_June_%202012.pdf 
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rest. Such disappearances are seen by many as an alternative of extra judicial killings. Picking 

people in the name of state agencies without producing hem before a court within 24 hours is a 

violation of law and human rights.
25

 

There has been an alarming trend that, if not addressed and reversed immediately, could herald 

the onset of yet another serious crime, that of „disappearance‟. In all the incidents of 

disappearances documented by Odhikar this year, it was reportedly members of RAB who pick a 

person up, and since then, the person remain untraced. Following are some of the reports 

recorded: 

 

1. Md. Selim, a fruit vendor, disappeared after being picked up with Moinul Islam and 

Mohammad Ali on February 19, 2010 by a group of people who identified themselves as the 

members of RAB-4 from Kapashia, Gazipur.64 Although RAB-4 confirmed the arrest of Moinul 

Islam and Mohammad Ali, it denied the arrest of Md. Selim. Moinul was handed over to the 

Cantonment Police Station while Mohammad Ali was released. 

 

2. Md. Chowdhury Alam, a Councilor of Dhaka City Corporation and a member of the 

National Executive Committee of BNP, was allegedly picked up by RAB members in civilian 

dress while he was on his way to Dhanmondi by car from a relative‟s house at Indira Road in 

Dhaka city on June 25, 2010. His son, Abu SayedChowdhuryHimu, informed Odhikar that after 

the disappearance of his father on 25 June, no trace has been found of his whereabouts. The 

vehicle which carriedhis father was found abandoned.
26

 

 

 

3. On April 18, 2012, former Member of Parliament and Organising Secretary of the Central 

Committee of BNP9, M Ilias Ali and his driver Ansar Ali were allegedly picked up by members 
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 http://www.amardeshonline.com/pages/details/2012/05/19/145735 
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Odhikar‟s fact finding 
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of law enforcing agencies from Banani in Dhaka city. TahsinaRushdir, wife of Ilias Ali, claimed 

that her husband had been picked up by the „agency of the government‟.
27

 Mr. Ilias Ali is 

missing ever since. Human rights groups have expressed grave concern regarding the incidents 

of „enforced disappearance‟ and demands that the Government should rescue or recover the 

victims of enforced disappearances and take stern action against the responsible persons. 

 

Human Rights Violations - At a Glance 

In last four years, the scenario of Human Rights and political conflicts deteriorated severely. In 

facts found by Odhikar, the major issues of the last four years human rights situation are 

illustrated below
28

 -  

 

 

Type of Incidences  2009 2010 2011 2012 Total 

Political Killings 251 220 135 130 736 

Political Injury 15559 13999 11532 12206 53116 

Political Arrest 250 3010 2303 - 5563 

Extra Judicial Killing 154 127 84 60 425 

Custodial Death 50 109 140 47 346 

Attack on Journalists 266 231 291 235 1023 

Attack on Minority 569 461 392 160 1582 

Rape 454 556 711 651 2372 

Border Killings 96 74 40 28 238 
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 The daily ProthomAlo, 19/04/2012 
28

 All data was collected from the Odhikar Annual Human Rights Monitor, from www.odhikar.org  
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Recommendations 

 

1. Bangladesh is a state party of many International Conventions and the provision of those 

instruments are binding on Bangladesh. But, they are being violated every day by the present 

Government. 

 

The attack on peaceful procession and arbitrary arrests violates some very basic human rights 

which Bangladesh is committed to protect but violating frequently. Bangladesh is a signatory 

of International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) 1966 which 

incorporated certain fundamental human rights. Under article 21 of this covenant, 

Bangladesh cannot impose any unreasonable restriction on the right of peaceful assembly 

held in accordance with law.
29

 Afflicting the rally participants, police also disrespected the 

rights of protection from torture and cruel treatment.
30

 

 

Bangladesh is a state party of Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or 

Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CAT), 1984 that bars it to take initiatives that tend to 

form any kind of torture.
31

 Instead of implementing this, the existing Government is 

increasing the torture with brutal style on the opposition members. This is really very 

unacceptable and Government should immediately stop these violations. 

 

Again, a speedy trial is one of the fundamental rights of a citizen.
32

 And under ICCPR, 

Bangladesh Government must ensure a fair and public trial for anyone charged with a 

criminal offense
33

, and such a trial must take place "without undue delay." But it‟s being 

fearfully seen that, the Government is delaying the trial of so called „war criminals‟ and 

detain them for uncertain period which is clear violation of human rights. 

 

2. The government took steps in bringing to trial those responsible for „international crimes‟ in 

connection with the war of 1971. The Government arrested five members of opposition 

parties, but there are strong suspicions that the detentions at this time are politically 

                                                           
29

Article 21 of ICCPR:The right of peaceful assembly shall be recognized. No restrictions may be placed on the 

exercise of this right other than those imposed in conformity with the law and which are necessary in a democratic 

society in the interests of national security or public safety, public order (ordre public), the protection of public 

health or morals or the protection of the rights and freedoms of others. 
30

 Article 7 of ICCPR: No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 

punishment. 
31

  Article 2 of CAT 
32

Article 35 of the Constitution of Bangladesh ensures it. 
33

 Article 14 of the ICCPR 
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motivated. Equally troubling, the International Crimes (Tribunals) Act of 1973 still falls well 

short of international standards.
34

 
 

3. Freedom of opinionand expression is an inalienable human right which is recognized by the 

Constitution of Bangladesh
35

 and by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 1948.
36

 So 

the Government of Bangladesh should stop itself from exercising the arbitrary action which 

are harmful to freedom of media and expression. All restrictions and restrictive outlooks 

towards media must be changed. For that, Government must stop violence and suppression 

against media and media personalities. 
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http://www.hrw.org/en/news/2011/01/24/bangladesh-torture-and-extra-judicial-killings 
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 Art. 39(2) of the Constitution of Bangladesh ensures the freedom of expression. 
36

 Art. 19 says, Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right includes freedom to hold 

opinions without interference and to seek, receive and impart information and ideas through any media and 

regardless of frontiers. 

http://www.hrw.org/en/news/2011/01/24/bangladesh-torture-and-extra-judicial-killings

